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The University of Dayton News Release 
CONCERT COMMEMORATES ANNIVERSARY 
OF BERNSTEIN'S BIRTHDAY, HONORS JUDAIC SCHOLAR 
Oct. 15, 1993 
Contact: Teri Rizvi· 
DAYTON, Ohio --Famed composer and conductor Leonard Bernstein bridged the gap 
between the sacred and the secular, the Jewish and the Christian traditions. 
It's fitting then that as part of the festivities honoring Eric Friedland's 25th 
~ anniversary as the Sanders Professor of Judaic Studies a free concert featuring the music of 
Bernstein will be staged at 8 p.m. on Oct. 26 at Temple Israel at the corner of Salem and 
Emerson A venues. 
Since 1968, Friedland has successfully bridged religious traditions by teaching Judaic 
studies at the University of Dayton, Wright State University and United Theological 
Seminary. The concert caps off a daylong tribute to Friedland by the three institutions. 
The concert will be performed by musicians associated with the three institutions, area 
synagogues and churches. The program includes representative selections from the Bernstein 
Mass, Candide, Kaddish Symphony and Chichester Psalms. In addition, the concert will 
feature a full performance of Bernstein's first published work, Sonata for Clarinet and Piano. 
The concert is one of numerous celebrations around the world this year to commemorate the 
75th birthday of Bernstein, who died in 1990. 
"Bernstein's style is eclectic, bridging the gaps between the sacred and the secular, 
between art music and popular music, between Christian liturgical music and Jewish cantorial 
music," said J. Ritter Werner, music director at Holy Angels church and an adjunct faculty 
member at Wright State University who is organizing the concert. 
Perhaps best known for such musical theatre classics as Candide and West Side Story, 
Bernstein enjoyed using religious themes in his works. "Most of his non-dramatic 
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compositions are based on religious themes, using biblical or liturgical texts," Werner s;rid. 
"The three most important examples are the Jeremiah Symphony, a work that ends with the 
singing of the lamentations in Hebrew, the Kaddish Symphony, which v~alizes the great 
Jewish prayer for mourning or for praise, and the Chichester Psalms, which takes its 
inspiration from the canonical Jewish hymnal, the Book of Psalms." 
The concert is free and open to the public. A reception will follow to give the 
audience the opportunity to congratulate Friedland. 
-30-
For media interviews, contact J, Ritter Werner at (513) 275-1873 or 222-7807. 
